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Vision: Sustainable development for Cambodia





Minute of 4th Partnership Forum

Opening Remarks by Samdech Sar Kheng, Acting Prime Minister, (see attached file of His Remark).  
He added the up to date numbers of NGOs and associations registered with MOI “until 31 December 2019, there are 5,564 associations/NGOs are in the list of MOI, these numbers included 2,248 associations and 3,116 NGOs.”
From the date of enforcement of LANGO in 2015 total associations and NGOs are 966, associations = 471 and NGO = 495. 
By December 2019 (38 removed from the list of registrar),  
The average number of NGOs and association has been registered with MOI around 20 monthly. 
In second semester, MOI received only two cases that reported from NGOs on restrictions of
conducting activities. They are in Battam Bang, the Commune authorities refused to certificate the 
residential proof and in Banteay Meanchey that the local authorities demanded to ask permission 
before conducting activity which was opposed to the instruction made by MOI.   
CSOs complaints there are many cases however, we wonder why they don’t release the truth information, numbers of cases they faced? From now on, we should be transparent to each other. You must show off what authorities restricted, banned, monitored, inquired by reporting to the MOI or filing the cases. 
Related to the inclusion of participation, he said by my understanding, the Forum should be included, the inclusion of both development NGOs and advocacy NGOs. Both have to be included. 
Regarding the proposed amendment of the LANGO, it is late because the groups of CSOs who proposed for the changes in the law are not in the same mind, the same position (common consent among themselves). We cannot make a law or draft law with the support of all people or sections of people in a society but we want majority among them. 
Actually, we want to be faster. The late does not mean we don’t want or we do not have willing to proceed faster. Both advocacy and development CSOs are partners to Govt. equally. We treat them equally. 
To implement the 2020-Partnership Forums more meaningful, from now on MOI will instruct to the Sub-national administration to report all those challenges in every six months. Provincial administrations beside organizing public forums in their jurisdiction, they must instruct the municipal and districts administration to organize the public forums for NGOs/associations as well as community based organizations in their territorial jurisdiction.  
I want to stress on the proposed amendment, we accepted the proposed bill and we set up the commission to study, debate on the proposed draft. We have the willing to discuss with the proposed draft law until we find the solutions and make the amendment of the law.  However, CSOs themselves are not in the same purposes and reasons. 
RGC call for: (1) all NGOs and associations been registered with MOI and foreign NGOs, associations signed MOUs with MOFA must continue to conduct activities in accordance with the existing law and regulations related. We call NGOs, associations to avoid the using of funding, or conduct any activities that related to funding to produce mass weapons, money laundering and funding for terrorism. (2) Call development partners, CSOs to continue to actively contribute, support and participate frankly in the path of promoting democratic multi-party, promoting human rights to strengthen the national security, social stability and economic development.   
Last but not lease, I instruct to sub-national administrations to facilitate and make comfortable environment for CSOs to conduct their activities freely in the grassroots without any restrictions.   

H.E Prak Sam Oeun: Reporting on the general development on the progress of Partnership between CSOs and RGC in 2019. (See the attached file, Khmer). 
Each province has conducted bi-annual public forum. We received on two cases, (Battam Bang, and Ban Teay Meanchey). 
Report on the 3rd Partnership Forum on the proposed amendment of the LANGO. 
Deputy Prime Minister allowed to set up the commission for the discussion on the proposed bills. The debates were wanted to understand more on the purposes and reasons of the amendments of the proposed articles of the LANGO. 
The discussion is late due to the different position, ideas of CSOs team who proposed the draft of amendments, I meant the two groups of CSOs proposed the amendments of the LAW. 
We will continue the discussion and debate (4th time) to understand more about the purposes and reasons of the amendments of the law.   

Mr. Seoung Saroeun, Executive Director, CCC reads the Intervention Remarks (See the attached files English and Khmer). 

Ms. Map Somaya, Executive Director, Mith Samlanh, presented the experiences on the cooperation of protection and the building future of children, youth, family and communities. (see attached file of presentation herewith). 

Mr. Hean Bunheang, (Cambodia Indigenous Peoples, CIPO) present on the Conservative and Development of Indigenous People. (see attached file presentation herewith).

Questions and Answers Session 

Conclusion: By H.E Bun Hon, (see his Closing Remarks attached here with). 
 
   The 4th Partnership Forum ended at 12: 00 PM with very fruitful and meaning discussion and participatory. 
Numbers of participants attended the Forums were amount 500 people. They were Govt. officials, NGOs, Associations, DPs, CBOs and journalists. 
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