Draft Concept Note
National Dialogue Forum on
“Civil Society Organizations and the Understanding on their Tax Obligation” 
11th December 2018

1. Introduction 

The legal framework and the recent trend of enforcement related to the work of CSOs in Cambodia has posed some significant concerns for them, particularly on their capacity and affordability to comply with the new requirements provided in the law and related regulations. The realization of tax obligation provided the Taxation Law 1997 is the main thing posting them worrisome about the compliance. Despite the law enacted in 1997, but since then the taxation law not been the stringently enforced. The major problem of the CSOs to the taxation law compliance is the understanding of the taxation law and the ability and affordability to comply with the law. Since April 2018, the Ministry of Economy and Finance issued a Prakas on Instruction on Tax Obligation for NGOs/Association. Despite the Prakas is made to provide more clarity of provisions provided in the Taxation Law 1997, but CSOs are in very a difficult situation to understand the language of the law. 
This is not the first time that CCC initiated to assist NGOs/associations through its events of taxation law and related regulations as well as other CSOs’ legal framework.  CCC observed and understood that there still needs for enhancing the capacity and capability to comply the laws, more legal awareness, deepening of understanding on their tax obligation. CCC understands their concerns and CCC is doing the job of solving the challenges with the taxation issues through cooperating and dialogue with the Royal Government of Cambodia, using the agreed platform of “NGOs/Association and GDT Taxation Working Group”.  

	To achieve the abovementioned aims, CCC in cooperating with General Taxation Department (GDT) of the Ministry of Economy and Finance and other civil society organizations will conduct a National Dialogue Forum on “National Dialogue Forum on “Civil Society Organizations and the Understanding on their Tax” which will be convened a full of 11, December 2018 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

2. Objectives

· Conduct more awareness and understanding on Prakas No. 464 issued on 12 April 2018 by the Ministry of Economy and Finance on the Instruction in Tax Compliance of Associations and Non-Governmental Organizations and others (related to tax obligation for NGOs implementation)., the explanation on how to fill in the template “Annual Income Tax Return for the Year Ended”. 
· To solve/address some critical questions related to the application of the Taxation Law to CSOs. 

3. Participants

[bookmark: _Toc420496889][bookmark: _Toc358010213]There will be around 250-300 participants (financial staff and accountants and decision makers) from civil society organizations, associations in Phnom Penh capital especially CCC’s members as well as from provinces. The honored guests, resource persons/speakers are from competent Government ministries particularly of the General Department of Taxation (GDT) of the Ministry of Economy and Finance. 

4. Agenda
	Time
	Topic
	Speakers/
Responsible team

	7:30am – 8:00am
	Registration of Participants 
	CCC team

	8:00am – 8:10am
	National Anthem and Briefing about the objective of the National Dialogue Forum
	M.C

	8:10am – 8:30am
	Opening remarks and Understanding on Tax obligation and some challenges of CSOs/Associations are facing
	Executive Director of CCC

	Taking Photo together

	8:30am – 9:30am  
	Brief presentation on:
· Tax obligation in Taxation Law 1997, and its related regulations of CSOs/Associations
· Types of taxes that CSOs/Associations have to comply
· Questions and Answers
	High Ranking Officer from GDT

	9:30am – 10:30am 
	· Explanation on Prakas No. 464 issued on 12 April 2018 by the Ministry of Economy and Finance on the Instruction in Tax Compliance of Associations and Non-Governmental Organizations and others
· Questions and Answers
	High Ranking Officer from GDT

	10:30am – 10:45am
	Snacks
	All


	10:45am – 12:00pm
	· (Con’t) Explanation on Prakas No. 464 issued on 12 April 2018 by the Ministry of Economy and Finance on the Instruction in Tax Compliance of Associations and Non-Governmental Organizations and others.
· Template of Annual Income Tax Return for the Year Ended
· Other issues related to taxation compliance 
	High Ranking Officer from GDT

	12:00 pm – 01:30 pm
	Lunch
	All

	01: 30pm – 02: 30pm 
	Group Discussion on the challenges
Number of groups discussion will be divided and make discussions on the issues related to application of Taxation Law and its regulations. 
	All & CCC Team

	02: 30pm – 04: 00pm  
	Presentation on the challenges discussed in each group
Each group presents the challenges discussed to the entire group. 
	All & CCC Team

	04: 00pm – 04:30pm
	Wrap up of the National Dialogue Forum 
CCC’s Representative gives a closing remark. 
	Team & Representative of CCC



Note: This drafted Agenda is subject to be revised in case it’s deemed necessary accordingly. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
